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ple demand. 
They had challenges in Greece , before they collaps 
Spring. And the viole 
has already backfired. After police 
tacked a march last Saturday 


Right-wing ultea-nationalists tried 
10 infiltrate the movement. Police 


attacked. Some tired left parties 
condemned the movement 


ing irs nor focused on elections or 


ed from Liberty Plaza, the 
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treet occupation has 


ernment to leave, resign, Aly inte ow corpora 
Bs. ins, media and police 


have failed us as instinitions offer. 


tale. Or just get the hell out 

‘And why: not here? Ifthe people of 
Egypt can run out Mubarak. why cat 
we nun out the American poliiians 
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Meanwhile, the rest of us will have 
to sacrifice healthcare, Tod, educa 
on; housing, jobs and perhaps our 


lives to feed the ferocious apperite 
of capital 


That's why more andl more peo 
ple are joining the Wall Street occu 
pation, They can tell you about their 
homes being foreclosed, months of 
grinding unemployment oF mini 
‘mum-wage dead-end jobs, stagger 
ing student debt loads, or trying to 


live without decent healthcare. They 


fepresent a generation of Americans 


who are told co believe in a system. 
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Protestors ate presenting, plenty 
of sophisticated ideas: end corpo. 
fate personhood; tax stock rad. 
ing 

medicine; fund government jobs 
with a real stimulus; it resteetions 
on labor organizing; allow cities to 
turn abandoned homes into public 
housing: build green economy 


jationalize the banks; socialite 
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that only offers them “Dancing 
With the Stars” and pepper spray to 
the face 

Yer against every description of 
this generation derided as narcisss 
tic, apathetic and hopeless, they are 
staking out a claim for all of us 
and that's why we all need to join in 
to support this nucleus of a revolt 
that could shake America’ power 
structure as much asthe Arab world 
was upended 

Tens of thousands of people 
need to he protesting the Wall Street 
elite, who are out driving Bent 
leys and drinking thousand-dolar 
champagne with the money they 
looted from the financial crisis and 
bailouts as Americans literally die 
oon the streets 

True, the scené in Liberty Plaza 
may seem messy and chaotic bus it's 
also a laboratory of possibilty, cre 
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aad nt 
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cts came with a ready-made set of 
demands it would have only limited 
their potential. They would have 
either been dismissed as pie in the 
sky ~ like socialized medicine ot 
nationalized banks ~ or something 
weak such as the Buffer Rule, to be 


co-opted by a failed political sys 
tem that would only undermine the 

Rather, itis only through com: 
‘mon struggle, debate and popular 
democracy that we will create genu- 
ine solutions which have legitimacy: 
‘And that is what is occurring dawn, 
ax Wall Steet. 

How many times in life do you 
Bet a chance to not only watch his 
tory unfold, but to come together 
with multitudes of people who 
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a reality and not a fantasy, and (0 
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better sociery? 

If we focus on the possibilities 
and shed our despait, our hesitan 
and our cynicism, and if we calle 
tively come ro Wall Street with cit- 
cal thinking, ideas and solidarity, we 
can change the world. 

For too long our minds have 
been chained by fear by division, by 
impotence. The one thing that most 
tercifes the elite isa great awaken 
ing. That day is here. Together, let 
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Success inspires an Arab Spring 
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coordinated by the Trades Union 
Congress, Teachers and public 
sector workers hold massive 
strikes in support of the 
movement. 
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Declaration of the Occupation 
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APPROVED BY CONSENSUS ON SEPT. 29, 2011 
AT THE NEW YORK CITY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
IN OCCUPIED LIBERTY SQUARE. 


with serious doubts about thei gilt 
They have perpetuated. colonialism 
at home and abroad. They have partie 
paced in the torture and murder of inno- 
nt civilans overias 
They continue to create weapons of 


mass destruction in order (0 reveive pov= 


through They have 


not ens of despit cement contrac 
gage education, which is poli nd continve 1 Ta the peopl ofthe word 
taken bailous from tax They have consist produce We, the New York City General 


and 


of large sums of 
ntinue - 


Awsembly occupying Wall Steet in 
Liberey Square, ge You fo asset YOU 


labs 
age to 


4 used that outsout 


k Th 
cing as lev 


y 10 politicians supposed to. be 


give Executive workers’ healthcare and 


They have perpetuated Inequality and They have influenced the cour regulating them, They continue 10 Block payee 
discrimination in the workplace based achieve the same rights as people, with altemate forms of enetgy 1 keep U8 Fyerce your right to) peaceably 
on age, the color of one' de, sex gene none of the culpabill sibility, dependent on ol awemble; occupy publle spaces erate 


identity and sexual 0 


They have poisoned the food suppl? 


4 proces «0 address the problems 
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face, and generate solutions 


They continue to block generic forms 
of medicine that could 
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“Thee grewancs are notalincluve 


the “American Dream" is a slogan created to 
make people work themselves to death. 


I can't find a good job even though I am willing to 
work hard. 


I'm sick of my faith being used to justify 
oppression, injustice, greed, and war, !0'estchaplain 


it's time they feel how fed up we are. We don’t 
buy your facade of a damocracy. @ 
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hedge-fuad 
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LONDON later, more than 1,000 indi 
x: fake to camp in Pusrta del Sol, Madnd’ DAY? 
1 March ——_central square. 30,000 supporter Pro 


gather fora series of mass assemblies 
that put forward popular demands, 
including a greater say in the pol 
‘cal process and an end to austerity 
measures enacted by the Spanish 
‘government. 


Liberty Plaza. Lupe Fiasco do- 
nates 50 tents in support of the 
occupation. 
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stors march to 
re, where pol 
people for demons 
streets, many of whom expr 
anger over what they perceive 
a the unjust execution of Troy 
Davis thee days prior 
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FORCES ARE DETERMINED TO CRUSH THIS. 
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theater and aly the 99% to 
take back the streets — and 
thes future! 
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——— STOP COMPLAINING ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE STAND UP FOR EACH OTHER 


Occupation for Dummies 
How it came about, what it means, 
how it works and everything 


QUESTION: I hear that Adbusters organized Occupy 
Wall Stree! Or Anonymous? Or US Day of Rage? Just 


who pur this together anyway? 
and more, Adbusters made the initial 

alin and also produced a sexy poster with a bal 
d atop the Charging Bull statue and riot police in 

SS Day of Rage, the mainly inteener-based 

reation of 1T strategist Alexa O'Brien, yor involved too and 


id a lor of the eaty legwork and ewoeting. Anonymous—in 


alate August. In 


pum vitages—joined 


ofthe planning was done by 


YC General Assembly 


pple involved 


onwvened by folks who had been involved 


inst Budget Cuts, But no one person or 
he Wall Street occup 


oy 


get How do decisions get made? 
has become the de facto decision 


y for the occupation at Liberty Plaza, just a 
Few blocks north of Wall Street. Gee ready for jargon: the 
General Avembly isa horizontal, autonomous, leadetless, 
mnsensuscbased system With roots in anarchist 
{ith akin tothe assemblies that have been drive 
ovements around the world in places like 
Tahrir Square, Madrid's Puerta det Sol 
and s0 on. Working toward consensus is really hard, frus- 


ing tecen 
Argentina Lgyp 


ws Bur the occupiers are raking ther time 


cy finally get to consensus on some issue, often 


1ysof trying, the Feeling is quite incredible 
ve pla, Is hard to describe the expe 


of being among hundreds of passionate, rebellious, 


iple who areall in agreement about something, 


What ate the demands ofthe protesters? 
he al Again, the 
ne demand? 


one yer. In the wecks leading up to Sept. 


VC General Assembly seemed to be veeting away 


f “demands” inthe frst place, largely 


that making spe 


Instead, to begin with, dey opted to make their demand 
the occupation itself—ard the direct democracy taking 
place there—which in nun may of may not come up with 
some specific demand. Whin you think about it, this at is 
actually a pretty powerful satement against the corruption 
that Wall Street has cone to represent. But since thinking 
is often too much to ask af the American mass media, the 
question of demands has turned into a massive PR chal 
lenge. The General Assembly is currently in the midst of 
determining how it will come to consensus about unifying 
demands. [fsa really messy and interesting discussion, But 


donit hold your breath 


How many people have resporded to the Adbusters call? 
How large isthe group? And hew large has it ever been? 

The original Adbusters call evisioned 20,000 people 
flooding the Financial District on Sept. 17. A tenth of that 
probably ended up being thare that day. Despite a mas 
sive Anonymous-powered online cial media blitz lots of 
people simply didnt know about it, and traditional progres 
sive organizations like labor unions and PEACE groups were 
uncomfortable signing on to soamorphous an action, Over 
the coune of a difficule first Week, with arrests happening 
just about every day, new faces kept coming as others fl: 
tered out to take a break. The media coverage after the max 
arrests On Saturday, Spt. 24 and alleged police brutality 
has brought out many riore. Now, during the day and into 
the night. one finds $90 or more people in the plaza, and 
maybe half that sheping over. At any given time, several 
thousand people aound the world are watching the occu: 
pation’ 24/7 livesteam online 


‘What would a “wh” look like for the occupation? 

Again, that depends on whom you ask. As Sept. 17 
approached, the NYC General Assembly really saw its 
goal, again, not so rach as to pass some piece of legisla 
tion or start a revoluion as to build a new kind of move 
ment. It wanted ro fonent similar assemblies around the 
ity and around the word, which would be a new basis 
for political organizing this country, against the over 
whelming influence of ecporate money. That is starting to 
happen, as similar ocupations are cropping up in dozeis 


of other cities. I've heard some people sayng, when Lib: 
erty Plaza was swamped with TV news cmeras, “We've 
already won!” Others think they've hardly begta. Both, in 


Are there cops all over the square? Hoy bad has the 
police brutality been? 

The police presence is nonstop, and there have been 
some very scary encounters with them—which also. gave 
‘oceation for tremendous acts of courage by protesters. The 
worst incident was last Saturday, of course, but there has 
been very litte wouble since then, A large contingent of 
protexcers has no intention of getting arrested, and almost 
nobody is interested in taking pointless risks or instigating 
violence against people or property. The meze that ordinary 

ple join the «use—together with celebrity visitors like 
Soni Sandon. Cornel Wet and Michal Maote-theles 
likely the police will probably be to try to suppress it. As one 
sign along Broadway says, “Safety in Numbers! Join Ud” 


ff can't come to Wall Street, what else can I do? 
A lot of people are already taking part in important ways 
from afar—this is the magic of decentralization. Online, you 


can watch the liv 


ream, make 


ur friends 
relevant skill have been 
and edit video. 


iet interested. People with 


ing to help maintain the 
coordinating thr 
the fe 


+t social media 


ill be happening online as well 
you can join the numerous similar 


eccupations that are starting up around the country of start 
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Five Things 
You Can Do 
Right Now 


1. OCCUPY! 


Bring instruments, food, blankets, bedding, 
rain gear, and a sense of justice. 


2. Spread the Word 


Download, print, display, and share Ayers: 
nycga.net/resources/media 

Twitter: #occupywallstreet #occupytogether 
Facebook: Occupy WallSt. 


3. Donate 
Visit NYCGA.NET/DONATE 


Make « tax-deductable donation to the New York City General 
Assembly 
You can also mail a check or money 
Alliance for Global Justice 
1247 “E" Street, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Please indicate “Occupy Wall Street” in the memo line, 


ier to: 


Or CALL at 202-544-9355 to make a telephone donation, 
On owitter: #necdsoftheoccupiers 


Ifyou are in the area come by and drop off 


Prepared 
Non perishable food 
Vegan and Glucen Free so anyone can eat it 


sweatshirts 
sweatpants 
socks 


You can mail packages to us 
UPS Store 118A, 
Fulton St. #205 

New York, NY 10038 


4. Follow the occupation 


nyega.net | occupywallstorg 
takethesquare.net | occupytogetherorg 
wearethe99percent.tumblr.com 


Follow on Twitter: 
@occupywallstnye | @nycsep17 | @oecupywallse 


5. Educate Yourself 


